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Individual researchers, institutions and funding organizations enter into health research
partnerships for a number of reasons, including enhancing the quality of research,
learning from counterparts in different contexts, and developing research capacity.
Health research partnerships have the potential to lead to successful collaborations and
lasting relationships, and to research that is translated into action to improve health
equity. Partnerships, however, may not always be equitable and must be monitored and
evaluated to ensure that benefits and learning are mutual and that all parties are
respected. Capturing Southern regional experiences with health research partnerships
has helped to understand positive and negative experiences with partnerships and
informed mechanisms for partnership evaluation and recommendations for future
practice.

An African regional consultation, focused on Anglophone African countries, was held in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in March 2009. The consultation was hosted by the Armauer
Hansen Research Institute (AHRI) in partnership with the Canadian Coalition for Global
Health Research (CCGHR). The consultation sought to elicit the experience and
expertise in the region on partnerships for health research, bringing together a very
remarkable group, from research institutions, universities, NGO’s and government.
Participants came from eight African countries: Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, South
Africa, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. Several Canadian participants also attended the
event. All participants felt strongly about the need for actionable items and tools to
improve the quality of health research partnerships.



This meeting was the last of three regional consultations funded by the International
Development Research Centre (IDRC) exploring Southern perspectives on global
health research partnerships. The first consultation, representing the South Asian
region, was held in Bangladesh in 2007. The Latin America consultation, representing
the Andean region, was held in Ecuador in 2008. The three regional consultations
demonstrated interesting regional differences as well as many crosscutting themes. All
consultations showed that many improvements remain to be made for health research
partnerships to be equitable and sustainable, and also captured the importance of
South- South research networks.

This consultation was part of the CCGHR three-year project entitled “Effective and
Sustainable Health Research Partnerships: A collaborative Canadian-regional
project” funded by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) within the
Task Group on Building Partnerships.
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